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EXCELLENCE AWARDS GO TO UM EDUCATORS
MISSOULA—
The University of Montana College of Arts and Sciences has recognized two faculty
members for their teaching excellence and exceptional work with UM students.
Anthropology Assistant Professor Ashley McKeown and geosciences Assistant
Professor Julia Baldwin each will be presented a Helen and Winston Cox Educational
Excellence Award at 2008 graduation ceremonies for their individual departments on Saturday,
May 10.
The awards, established by the Cox children in honor of their parents, go annually to
faculty who are not yet tenured based on superior contributions to the education of UM
students. This year the award winners will receive $500 to purchase scholarly materials of
their choice for the University’s Maureen and Mike Mansfield Library and a cash award of
$2,715.50.
McKeown began teaching at UM in 2004. She brings the challenge and excitement of
biological anthropology to her students, weaving together bio-archaeology and forensic
anthropology to prepare them for a wide array of careers.
Her courses, which have waiting lists, engage students in experiential ways. For
example, in Forensic and Mortuary Science, McKeown uses the excavation of mock burials as

a final exercise. Plastic skeletons are buried several months in advance, and students get the
full experience of excavating, recording and analyzing these “graves.”
Baldwin arrived at UM in 2005. Her research expertise as a geologist is in the
formation of metamorphic rocks. Baldwin is dedicated to developing teaching methods that are
in sync with the student population and the technological world.
She also brings her passion for geology to area K-12 students through her work with
local teachers. Through these efforts, she is ensuring future students are well-prepared for the
day that they get to take geosciences courses at UM.
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